Ash Wednesday – February 18, 2026
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
This past weekend, my husband and I went and saw “Rent - The Concert.” It’s a tour out of New York that stopped in Baltimore and with a new 19-part Orchestra arrangement and a dozen or so broadway actors on vocals. It was absolutely fantastic to be a part of. And I always have my ears going and catching things that have religious undertones. And there’s a lot of that in Rent. But the one line caught me and felt timely as we are beginning our lenten season.
In the Act 1 finale, the 8-minute song La Vie Boheme, there’s a powerful line where the whole chorus joins in and sings, “Let ye among us without sin be the first to condemn.” The song itself is about going against social norms and expectations and embracing life regardless of wealth, health, or identity. And by doing that, it’s going to stir up some ruckus for those who advocate for whatever the social norm is. So this line “Let he among us without sin be the first to condemn” is a powerful line to remind everyone that not one of us is perfect.  And to take a step back when we go to judge others.
The line comes from scripture, said by Jesus himself in response to a crowd who wanted to stone a woman caught in the act of committing adultery. The crowd left recognizing they were not without sin themselves. And they deserved punishment just as much as this woman.
This is all of us today. We are the woman. We are the crowd. Sinful and in no place to judge. And so we come here today receiving ashes on our forehead and getting reminded of our mortality. Hearing the words, “Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.”
We are mere mortals. And fallen from grace. In need of redemption.
Every Ash Wednesday we hear this same gospel I just read. Beware of practicing your piety before others. Who do we think we are acting so self-righteous? God doesn’t desire some pious act of faith. God doesn’t need us out on the street corners praying or proclaiming scripture. God doesn’t need us bragging about how good we are. God knows our hearts, and whatever act we put on for show isn’t for God, but for our own ego.
Lent is the time for humility, not our self-righteousness Not the time to show off how godly we are compared to our neighbors. And so Ash Wednesday is how we start off this season of penitence. A reminder that we are just dust. We were made from dust. In our mortality we will return to dust. We have no life, except through Christ.
Ash Wednesday is meant to humble us as we enter into this season. None of us are without sin. And yet, as we enter into the season, we don’t enter hopeless. We enter knowing that Christ is the one who redeems us. We know the end of the story - that come Easter we’ll get to shout out that “A-word” and celebrate Christ’s victory over death for our sake.
But until then, we remember our need for that redeeming love. And with humility give thanks and praise for a God who came for us and brought us true life. Amen.
